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Egyptians cited the great irrigation works in the Delta, the
Ibrahimieh Canal in Upper Egypt and the construction of the
famous Barrages. The railways and canals of the Occupation
period did not much exceed in length those constructed
during the pre-Occupation period.

In three important aspects of reform, in education, in indus-
try and military and naval power, the country during the
Occupation was far behind European countries, and even com-
pared with its former standard, Egypt during the Occupation
was decidedly not on favourable ground. The English in their
reforms had decided to attend to the material prosperity of
the country as a whole, leaving the cultural and moral eleva-
tion of the people to look after itself to a great extent. And
when we bear in mind that cultural reforms are in themselves
of slow growth compared with fiscal or agricultural reforms,
we can understand how it was that the good brought about by
the English in Egypt did not live after them, and was rather
obscured by the surviving major blemishes of ignorance,
political inferiority and unconstitutional government. These
were the three great defects that marred the work of the
English in Egypt and prepared the way for the revolt against
them in 1919. Lord Cromer and others might accuse the
Egyptians of ungratefulness; but the fact remains that the
English in Egypt as everywhere outside the Anglo-Saxon orbit
have always lived aloof in a world by themselves, and have
never, until lately, tried to win over to their side the affections
of the people-amorist whom they lived. Even Cronier, that
great exponent of the Occupation, did not disdain to admit in
his book on modern Egypt that after twenty-four years' stay In
the country he did not speak Apfek.1

The English were content to lighten the burden of taxation
and to secure water for the fellah's lands, justice in the courts
before which his complaints were examined, and liberty of
$&3xm within the limits laid down by the law. But to foster
enthusiasm for enlightenment by opening the doors of schools
and by establishing universities and research institutions, to
enhance the prestige of the country by raising the standard of
its army and navy, to instil patriotism and to encourage self-
government by instituting proper parliamentary government

1 Lord Cromer, Modern Egypt, i, 7.